Editorial
The first essay discusses the importance of the need for reflection on human dignity from a global, ecumenical perspective (Bedford-Strohm). This is followed by an exposition of the major historical forces that shaped the marginalization of Africa and that serve as a context for reflection on the theme of human dignity (Naudé; see also Koopman).
Five essays are devoted to social-ethical and systematic-theological reflections on the theme: The relation between "human dignity" and the "image of God" (Oberdorfer); Christological themes in the work of John Calvin (Koopman); the notion of human freedom as presented in the writings of Wolfgang Huber (Fourie); an elaboration on human dignity from the current debates on an "ethics of responsibility" (De Villiers); and the restoration of democracy and dignity through the process of re-education in Germany after the Second World War (Springhart).
Two essays focus on the Dutch Reformed family of churches: This first analyses how human dignity was conceptualised in the theological voices against apartheid in the latter part of the 20 th century (Pauw). The second argues from a WCC perspective on church unity, that the re-unification of the DRC family is directly related to the restoration of human dignity (Mahokoto).
There are two essays on "indigenous" African views: A contemporary essay analyses the terms serithi/isidima in relation to human dignity (Vellem). The collection closes with an interesting historical essay on how "the other" was perceived in ancient Egypt (3000-300 BCE) and draws out the implications for human dignity and the question of xenophobia in Africa today (Cornelius).
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